MHS ATHLETIC BOOSTER MEETING MINUTES
DATE:  March 30, 2009

Attendees:  Cindy Flint, Cyndee Cannon, Jean Sullivan, Marlene Tucker, Suzanne Romness, Jeanne Crawford, Mary Catherine Overby, Patty Spulak, Nancy Reller, Carol Payne, Rita Cox, Dana Hecht, Diane Davis, Debra Perez, Carol Sanders, Diane Thompson, Mark Covington, Jennifer Baker, Doug Dawson, Cy Ferenchak, Jacky Longwell, Claire Dutrow, Diana McColgan, Katy Koch, Windy Shepley-Collat, Tom Herman, Louis Ludwick, Joan Ludwick, Linda Ristig, Susan Perla, Dick Rosenbaum, Stephanie Schoepfle, John Jones, Rick Eyerly, Maurice Tawil, Ryan Mills.

Welcome:  Cindy Flint presided.

· Approved:  February 2, 2009 meeting minutes.

· Thank you to Arch Coal Company, on behalf of Tom Altmeyer, for an unsolicited $200 donation.
· To elaborate on recent MHS Pipenotes, our sister Fairfax County High Schools have had problems recently with alcohol and drug use.  Student athletes are held to stricter standards and no alcohol or drug use is permitted.  Coaches and administrators are strict about these rules and regulations and have communicated this to our athletes.  A 30 day suspension from their current sport is mandatory and the minimum punishment for the first infraction.   Please review the code of conduct that they signed with you athletes and remind them of the dangers of alcohol and drug use.

New Business: Cindy Flint reported.

· We have just approved a big commitment from a treasury standpoint.  Tom Herman made an initiative to replace the current turf practice field, the softball field, and the field hockey field with Bermuda grass.  No new mowers would be needed.  Game Day currently has our field maintenance contract for the stadium and baseball fields (for 13K/year).  After review of the contract, Game Day has been given the go ahead for 23K to replace these three fields after the spring seasons are over with Bermuda grass.   Fairfax County will help pay for the maintenance on the field hockey field.
· Jay Bass, President of Payment Partners Inc., demonstrated Pay4SchoolStuffOnline to the board, PTSA, and invited guests.  This program allows parents, staff, teachers, and the community to purchase goods, membership, and services offered by McLean High School and the clubs and organizations that support it and its students.  They can set up a pick list for users specific to each school such as PTSA dues or tickets for all night grad party. This one stop “payment processing website designed specifically for MHS” is easy to use, convenient, and secure (credit card information is encrypted- PayPal).   Boosters is socializing the concept to see who is the school would be interested in participating.  The site is secure and the tool is free with no contractual engagement.  They make money on the transaction fee.  Costs are 3% of total purchase to PayPal, 1.5% to Pay4SchoolStuffOnline, and any charge MHS might want to add and are paid by the consumer at the time of payment.  Each club, organization, and/or can have reports generated reflecting who bought what, but each will also need to designate one person to administer website information.  MHS Athletic Boosters is considering testing this payment processing website for the Sports Awards Banquet.  Jay Bass can be reached at jay@paymentpartnersinc.com.  Anyone who wants to help with this pilot test, please contact Cindy Flint.
· Congratulations to Coach Bouchard and the Freshman Girls Basketball team for their undefeated season (16-0)!  In appreciation, Boosters gladly supported the request for half reimbursement of commerative t-shirts for the girls for this special achievement.

· We are in need of an Angus mascot for the spring season.  We would love to get the costume out of the closet and have Angus in the crowds at lacrosse, baseball, softball, and other games/events.  If you know of an interested student, please send them our way.

Old Business:  Cindy Flint reported.
· The Demby Bradbury Volunteer Garden, gifted to her at last June’s Sports Banquet, will begin soon.  A big Thank You to Wheat’s Landscaping for donating materials and plants and building one more terrace on the hill by the snack bar.  We will place the Volunteer of the Year bricks among the new shade loving bushes in the garden.  As a thank you, Wheat’s will receive a banner in the main stadium.  We received many beautiful ideas, but ultimately wanted the Boosters money to go to upgrades in the MHS infrastructure.
· Planning for our Monday, June 1st Sports Award Banquet will begin with the organizational meeting on Wednesday, April 15th at 7pm in the MHS Lecture Hall.  All teams are asked to send a representative and to date a volunteer from baseball, boys basketball, football, golf, boys soccer, track, volleyball have been identified.  Thank you and see you after Spring Break.

· We are still seeking a President or co-Presidents for next year’s Booster Board.  The momentum with Boosters has really grown the last two years and needs to continue.  Please help us identify a candidate or candidates.  A parent of a sophomore would be ideal for continuity.  Please contact Cindy or Cyndee for position descriptions.

Treasurer’s Report:  Cyndee Cannon reported.

· We have about 77K in the General Boosters account, before the Game Day commitment.  Accounting reports for March and April will be attached to these minutes.  All snack bars have been restocked for the spring.

Membership:  Cyndee Cannon reported.

· School year 09-10 chairperson may be identified.

Snack Bar:  Cyndee Cannon reported.

· Issue with Papa John’s not delivering pizza to correct snack bar or after event over.  Will make Suzanne/Jeanne aware of problem so not charged for them.

Apparel:  Cyndee Cannon reported.
· Introduced Patty Spulak, new co-chair, and Mary Catherine Overby.   Patty requested any new ideas for merchandize be sent their way so they can plan for the new school year.  Spring clearance sales will begin at lunch time after Spring Break.

DSA Report:  Tom Herman reported.

· Spring sports half over for some teams.  McLean has two teams, according to The Washington Post, rank Top 10:  Girls Soccer (undefeated) and Boys Baseball.

· The School Board voted NO (10-2) on changing the school start and dismissal times.  This issue regarding sleep and Fairfax County students may be revisited next year.  The schedule remains the same in Fairfax County for the 2009-10 school year.

· MHS Fall sports report Tuesday, August 11th, except for Golf which reports August 3rd.   

(JV/Varsity Football issues equipment and has lifting tests on Aug. 7th.  JV/Varsity Football first day of practice is Aug. 11th.  Freshman first day of practice is Aug. 17th.)

· Our spring physical night will be Wednesday, May 27th from 5:30 until 8pm.  Information regarding sign up and cost will be forthcoming.
· Try out for fall sports information is now getting to the coaches and should be available soon.

· Has been in the Booster Activity Office for 12 years and the momentum that the Boosters have is the best it’s ever been.  Tom looks forward to working with the new President(s) and to collectively keeping this going and improving the support we provide our sports teams.

Public Relations:   Cyndee Cannon reported.

· Please copy Nancy Reller on any information teams send to the press.

Wrap Up.  Cyndee Cannon reported.

· Tom Herman, Rick Eyerly, and Cyndee Cannon are working on a three year contract to host our Golf Tournament and to have the course called our Home course.  This way we don’t have to look every year.  The Golf Tournament is scheduled for Friday, October 23rd.  Mark your calendars.  Committee members will need to be identified in June and hit the road running when school starts.  Anyone interested in helping, please contact Cyndee Cannon.

· Nominations for Volunteer of the Year Award are due tonight.  Please hand them in.

· Baseball’s request for funding of 9K for bleachers from the Boosters has been provided by the Class of 2008.  A big thank you to the Class of 2008.  Baseball would also like to thank the Boosters for their initial support in providing funds for the bleachers.
· Dolan Award nominations are due May 15th.

· The cheerleaders are holding Car Washes on Saturday, April 18th and Saturday, May 16th at the BP in McLean at Old Dominion Drive and Chain Bridge Road from 9am to 3pm
· Track has 3 home Invitational’s coming up, Saturday, April 4th, April 18th, and May 8th.   Come see the fun.
· Baseball is hosting a tournament during Spring Break week using their new bleachers.  Come cheer them on.
· Softball is holding a Car Wash on Saturday, April 25th at the BP in McLean from 9am-3pm.

· Thank you to Eric Snyder who installed an outlet for the popcorn machine and fixed several leaks in the Baseball/Softball snackbar.

· Wear Red and support the Crew team on April 25th from 8am to 3pm as they row on the Potomac River in Georgetown to the right of Washington Harbor.  See their website for details.

· Several members of our football team will compete on April 26th in a weight lifting competition at the Woodson Power Meet.  Come out and cheer them on.  And all MHS football alumni, going back the 54 years the school has existed, are invited to join The 54 Club.  For details, please contact Coach Bruce Patrick at 703-244-5897.

· Our next meeting is Monday, May 4th at 7pm in the MHS Cafeteria.  Our last meeting of the 2008-2009 School Year will be on Wednesday, June 3rd at 7pm.

Teams Represented:  Baseball, Boys Basketball, Girls Basketball, Cheer, Crew, Cross Country, Field Hockey, Football, Golf, Ice Hockey, Indoor Track, Lacrosse, Softball, Tennis, Track & Field, Volleyball, Wrestling.
